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President David Schroer opened the Clay County Drainage Board meeting at 11:00 am on December 7, 2009.  Members present were David Schroer, Jack Knust, Charles Brown, Jack Withers, and Paul Sinders.  Also present were Surveyor John Keller, Commissioners Attorney Eric Somheil, and First Deputy Auditor Nancy Coleman who made a record of the following proceedings to wit:

A motion to approve the Drainage Board minutes from November 2, 2009 was made by Jack Knust, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 5 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF OLD BUSINESS
Discussion began concerning the long term plan Surveyor John Keller presented at the October meeting to generate revenue for the maintenance and improvement of County ditches.  Paul Sinders informed the Board that he and Bryan Husband were members of the Wabash Valley Long Term Recovery Coalition. This group has funds available for assisting victims of the 2008 Flood event. They may have extra funds to help repair the Mary Brown Portteus ditch. Mr. Sinders said he should know soon how much money will be available, and the proper procedure to obtain the funds. Mr. Sinders asked Surveyor John Keller what permits would be needed.
John Keller said they would need permits from several agencies, particularly IDEM. He said they may send a blanket letter. He will need to know the exact amount of money the Board would be receiving before he can apply for permits.
Paul Sinders said he would get that information for Mr. Keller. Discussion followed on how this would affect the long term plan for ditches, depending on how much money we receive. Paul Sinders asked if adjacent property owners could decide to take the ditches back, rather than pay an increased assessment. 
David Schroer and John Keller said that taking the ditches back would be unprecedented, but could be done if the right criteria were met however, it would be hard to do.
David Schroer and Jack Knust said that even with the proposed increase, County Ditch assessments would still be less than the current Association Ditch assessments. Mr. Knust said the County Ditch assessments have been to low for years. He recommends the long term plan as a way of gaining enough revenue to repair and maintain the County ditches.
President David Schroer said that to move forward we would need a motion to adopt the long term plan. Then hold public meetings to determine the ditch assessment. Attorney Eric Somheil reminded the Board that a special Drainage Board meeting may have to be held. The Surveyor’s office will mail to affected landowners meeting notices by certified mail. The Board members asked where to get the funds for the certified mailings.

Deputy Auditor Nancy Coleman reported the current balance of each ditch, as well as the General Drain Improvement Fund. She said there would be additional funds after the fall settlement of taxes was completed. She will run a report showing the total number of taxpayers per ditch, and give to John Keller. 
The member decided to table this matter until their next meeting and all of the information had been obtained.

IN THE MATTER OF DRAINAGE PROBLEM ON WATERWORKS ROAD
Charles Brown said the City of Brazil back-flushed the tile under Waterworks Road to see if it was broken. They removed a lot of debris from the pipe, and Mr. Fagg cleaned the grating on his property, and the problem seems to be under control. This is for information only and is not a Drainage Board issue.
IN THE MATTER OF NEW BUSINESS

Charles Brown informed the Board of the problems with the banks of the Eel River bordering Harrison and Washington Townships. The property owners along that stretch of the river are losing property because the river changes course. He said the DNR and IDEM said a river changing course is not their problem. Mr. Brown said that maybe getting our State Representatives involved would help. 
David Schroer explained that part of the problem is the water runs too fast in the Eel River, mostly due to development. He said the state will tell us to try to slow the river down. Jack Knust said he thinks part of the problem is when the dam waters are released from Cataract and Mansfield. They release the water too fast and it keeps the banks too soft. 

Paul Sinders said that there may be grant opportunities to help fix this problem. He said he will be attending meetings concerning this subject and will try to gather some information. Randy Staley said that the Army Corp of Engineers can slow down the flow of water released from the dams. Contacting our local State Representative may help that situation. Eric Somheil and Randy Staley both said this is a DNR issue.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Charles Brown made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 5 ayes
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